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Metastasis of renal cell carcinoma to the duodenal papilla
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Metastatic tumors of the duodenal papilla (ampulla of Vater)
are rare. The images here are from a middle-aged gentle-
man with progressive cholestatic jaundice and recurrent
cholangitis, with a past history of nephrectomy for renal cell

carcinoma (RCC) 6 years earlier. Endoscopy revealed a bulky
duodenal papilla, and the biopsy showed features consistent
with RCC (Figs. 1 and 2). Metastatic tumors of the duodenal
papilla are rare. RCC constitute 80 % to 85 % of primary

Fig. 1 Side viewing endoscopy revealed a bulky ampulla which was
bleeding to the touch
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renal neoplasms. Approximately 4 % of RCC metastasize to
the small bowel [1]. Duodenal metastasis to the
periampullary region usually presents with gastrointestinal
bleeding [2]. Cholangitis is a relatively uncommon presenta-
tion of metastatic RCC. This patient underwent percutaneous
transhepatic biliary drainage.
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Fig. 2 Biopsy from the duodenal lesion ampulla showed sheets of large
cells containing centrally placed nuclei and optically clear cytoplasmwith
sharply outlined boundaries. Immunohistochemistry showed cytoplasmic

membrane positivity for vimentin and epithelial membrane antigen,
suggesting metastatic RCC
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